
Indigenous communities and organizations continue to mobilize to heighten awareness and ensure accountability and 
transparency in the process of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. The amount 
of under-addressed violence, victimization, missing persons and homicide that led to this inquiry represent one of the 
most obvious displays of racial discrimination and social exclusion experienced by Indigenous peoples in Canada. 
Although data collection methods are missing information about Indigenous identity and underestimate the number of 
incidents, Indigenous peoples report higher rates of victimization, missing persons, and homicide (6x higher than that 
of non-Indigenous Canadians).¹,² The high level of Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQI among cases of violent 
offences and unsolved missing persons highlights systemic discrimination within the justice system.²,³,⁴ Decades of 
advocacy by Indigenous family and community members are the reason that these issues of violence, victimization and 
murder have finally been recognized as a national injustice. 
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Indigenous communities and organizations continue to mobilize to heighten awareness and ensure accountability and 
transparency in the process of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. The amount of 
under-addressed violence, victimization, missing persons and homicide that led to this inquiry represent one of the most 
obvious displays of racial discrimination and social exclusion experienced by Indigenous peoples in Canada. Although data 
collection methods are missing information about Indigenous identity and underestimate the number of incidents, Indigenous 
peoples report higher rates of victimization, missing persons, and homicide (6x higher than that of non-Indigenous 
Canadians).1,2 The high level of Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQI among cases of violent offences and unsolved 
missing persons highlights systemic discrimination within the justice system.2,3,4  Decades of advocacy by Indigenous family 
and community members are the reason that these issues of violence, victimization and murder have finally been recognized 
as a national injustice. 

Our Health Counts Toronto 

Indigenous adults: persons self-identifying as Indigenous such as First Nations, Métis, Inuit, or other Nation aged 
15 years and older living or using services in the City of Toronto; Trans/Other: includes “You do not have a 
category that applies to me”; Trans: Transgender, Transsexual, or Gender Queer. 
 
1. Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (2015); 2. Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics (2015); 3. 
Native Women’s Association of Canada (2010); 4. RCMP (2014). 
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Policy Implications 

Our Health Counts: Community health assessment by the people, for the people 

Over ¼ of Indigenous adults in Toronto have 
had a close friend or family member go missing. 

1 in 10   
Indigenous adults have 
had to file a missing 
person’s report with the 
police for a child or 
family member. 

Of the close friends or family members who 
have gone missing, 18% were not reported 
missing to the police. 

1 in 3 Indigenous adults 
in Toronto have had a close 
friend or family member die 
as a result of violence caused 
by another person. 

Indigenous people who reported having a close 
friend or family member go missing: 

Indigenous people who reported having a close 
friend/family member die from violence caused 
by another person: 

*Trans/Other estimates are not reported due to the small number of participants  
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Our Health Counts: Community health assessment by the people, for the people



Policy Implications

Implement TRC Call
to Action 21:

Implement TRC Call
to Action 39:

Implement TRC Call
to Action 40:

Additional 
Recommendations:

We call upon the federal government to provide sustainable funding for existing 
and new Indigenous healing centres to address the physical, mental, emotional, 
and spiritual harms.

We call upon the federal government to develop a national plan to collect and 
publish data on the criminal victimization of Indigenous people, including data 
related to homicide and family violence victimization.

We call on all levels of government, in collaboration with Indigenous peoples, to 
create adequately funded and accessible Indigenous-specific victim programs 
and services with appropriate evaluation mechanisms.

• The City of Toronto, provincial and federal policy makers work in partnership with 
urban Indigenous peoples and organizations to develop and implement funding 
opportunities for longitudinal research to better understand and address the 
disproportionate violent mortality experienced by Indigenous peoples.

Indigenous adults: persons self-identifying as Indigenous such as First Nations, Métis, Inuit, or other Nation aged 15 
years and older living or using services in the City of Toronto; Trans/Other: includes “You do not have a category that 
applies to me”; Trans: Transgender, Transsexual, or Gender Queer.

1. Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (2015); 2. Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics (2015); 3. Native 
Women’s Association of Canada (2010); 4. RCMP (2014).

Definitions

Sources

Population based estimates 
were created using 
respondent driven sampling
(see Methods and Design 
Factsheet for more details)
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Missing Persons Reference

Survey Question RDS Prevalence Estimate
(95% Confidence Interval)

Has a close friend or family member ever gone missing?
Yes     25.8% (19.6, 32.1)
No     74.2% (67.9, 80.4)

Was this person ever reported missing to the police?
Yes     81.8% (74.0, 89.6)
No     18.2% (10.4, 26.0)

Have you ever had to file a missing persons report with the police 
for a child or family member?
Yes     9.9% (4.7, 15.2)
No     90.1% (84.8, 95.3)

Has a close friend or family member ever died of violence caused 
by another person?
Yes     34.6% (28.1, 41.0)
No     65.4% (59.0, 71.9)

Has a close friend or family member ever gone missing? (Female)
Yes     23.7% (16.1, 31.3)
No     76.3% (68.7, 83.9)

Has a close friend or family member ever gone missing? (Male)
Yes     26.4% (16.4, 36.3)
No     73.6% (63.7, 83.6)

Has a close friend or family member ever died as a result of 
violence caused by another person? (Female)
Yes     33.9% (24.9, 42.9)
No     66.1% (57.1, 75.1)

Has a close friend or family member ever died as a result of 
violence caused by another person? (Male)
Yes     34.3% (25.0, 43.5)
No     65.7% (56.5, 75.0)

*Due to small cell counts Trans/Other estimates could not 
be presented

Our Health Counts Toronto is an inclusive community-based health survey for Indigenous peoples of Toronto and is 
part of the largest Indigenous population health study in Canada. Participants were selected using respondent-driven 
sampling, a statistical method which uses social networks in the community to recruit Indigenous people living in the city.
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